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 1836‐‐Chief Justice w. 3 to 8 district judges as Associate
Justices, elected by both houses of Congress to 4‐year terms

 1845‐‐3 Justices appointed by the Governor to 6‐year terms

 1861‐‐3 Justices appointed to 6‐year terms

 1866‐‐5 Justices elected to 10‐year terms; select their own CJ

 1867‐‐5 Justices appointed by military commander

 1869‐‐3 Justices appointed to 9‐year terms

 1876—3 Justices elected to 6‐year terms

3

Supreme Court Under Constitutions

 1891‐‐Created a 3‐judge Court of Criminal Appeals, elected
to 6‐year terms

 1945‐‐Amendment increased Sup. Ct. from 3 to 9 Justices,
elected to 6‐year terms

 1974‐‐Amendment to Tex. Const. failed. Would have merged
Tex. Crim. App. into Tex. Sup. Ct. with 15 Justices

4

Supreme Court Under Constitutions
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 1861‐1865 Civil War Court

 1866‐1867 Presidential Reconstruction Court

 1867‐1870 Military Court

 1870‐1873 Semicolon Court

 1874‐1876 Restoration Court

5

1861‐1876 Courts

1861–1865 Civil War Court

Royall T. Wheeler

Oran M. Roberts George Fleming Moore

James Hall Bell Reuben A. Reeves
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1866–1867 Presidential Reconstruction Court

George F. Moore

Richard Coke Asa H. Willie

George W. Smith Stockton P. Donley

1867‐1869 Military Court

Amos Morrill

Andrew Jackson Hamilton Albert Hamilton Latimer

Livingston Lindsay Colbert Coldwell
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1870–1873 Semicolon Court

Wesley Ogden

Moses B. Walker J.D. McAdoo

1874 Restoration Court

Oran M. Roberts

George Fleming Moore Robert Simonton Gould
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Oran M. Roberts

1857‐ 1862 Associate Justice
1861 President, Secession Conv.
1862 Col. Confederate Army

1864‐65 Chief Justice
1866 U.S. Senate (not seated)

1874‐78 Chief Justice
1879‐83 Governor

1884‐94 Professor of Law at UT

1876 Constitution
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Chief Justices 
Calvert, Greenhill & Pope

Calvert                   Pope            Greenhill

ROBERT WILBURN CALVERT
(1905‐1994)

ROBERT WILBURN CALVERT
(1905‐1994)
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Calvert – Home of Maternal Grandparents

Key Eras in the History of the Texas Supreme Court________________________________________________________________________________________________________Chapter 1.3

8



 1905 ‐‐ born in Tennessee
 1912 – father died; lived with paternal grandparents
 1913 – mother took kids to Texas; Corsicana Orphans’ Home
 1918 – sister died in influenza epidemic
 1921 – lobbied Legislature for Orphan’s Home; $100,000 grant
 1923 – graduated high school; Univ. of Texas pre‐law; job operating elevator in Capitol
 1924 – dropped out of school
 1925 – full‐time job at Industrial Accident Board
 1926 – entered law school
 1927 – half‐time job as mail clerk in State Fire Insurance Dept.
 1928 – quit school; full time job night watchman at Land Office Building
 1929 – re‐entered law school; full time job as night watchman
 1931 – graduated law school; moved to Hillsboro; free office; earned $7.50 1st month
 1933 – elected House of Representatives from Hill & Navarro Counties
 1934 –2nd term in the House; ran for Speaker, lost to Coke Stevenson
 1936 – 3rd term in House; unopposed for Speaker; practiced law
 1943 – elected Navarro County criminal district attorney; Hillsboro School Board
 1946 ‐‐ selected Chair of State Democratic Executive Committee
 1948 – canvassed votes in LBJ’s stolen primary election vs. Coke Stevenson
 1994 – died; buried in State Cemetery, Austin

17

Calvert: Personal Timeline

 1933‐1937 Member Texas House of Representatives

 1937 Speaker Texas House of Representatives

 1950‐1961 Associate Justice Texas Supreme Court

 1961‐1972 Chief Justice Texas Supreme Court

 1970‐1971 Chair National Conference Chief Justices

 1974‐Chair of Texas Constitutional Revision Committee

 1984‐1985 Member Texas Ethics Advisory Commission

18

Calvert: Political & Professional Timeline
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1961 Calvert Court

Robert Wilburn Calvert

20

1961 Calvert Court
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1968 Calvert Court

Cited in 1,227 cases; 135 articles and books
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JOE ROBERT GREENHILL
(1914‐2011)

JOE ROBERT GREENHILL
(1914‐2011)

 1914 Born in Houston, Texas
 1936 University of Texas B.A. & B.B.A. degree (both w. highest honors)

Texas Cowboys, ΦΒΚ
 1939 U.T Law School LL.B. degree (highest honors; 1st in class)
 Briefing attorney Texas Supreme Court
 1940 Married Martha Shuford of Tyler
 1942 Active duty Naval Intelligence, Executive Officer on Minesweeper
 1948 First Assistant A.G. (Sweatt v. Painter)
 1950 Co‐founded Graves, Dougherty & Greenhill
 1958 Fended off Sarah T. Hughes’ effort to unseat him from the Court
 1972 Appointed/elected Chief Justice Texas Supreme Court
 1974 Distinguished Alumnus University of Texas at Austin
 1974 Distinguished Alumnus University of Texas College of Business 

Administration
 1977 Distinguished Alumnus University of Texas School of Law

Honorary Doctor of Law Degree SMU School of Law
 1982 Retired; became Of Counsel to Baker & Botts
 2011 Joe R. Greenhill died and was buried at the Texas State Cemetery

24

Joe R. Greenhill Timeline
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Joe Greenhill’s Supreme Court Race
Against Sarah T. Hughes ‐ 1958

26
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1972 Greenhill Court

Joe R. Greenhill

28

1972 Greenhill Court
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ANDREW JACKSON “JACK” POPE
(1913 – 2017)

ANDREW JACKSON “JACK” POPE
(1913 – 2017)
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Chief Justice Jack Pope
 Born 1913, in Abilene
 1934 B.A. Degree Abilene Christian

College (served as Student’s Ass’n
President)

 1937 L.L.B. Univ. of Texas School of
Law; licensed as attorney; went to work
for uncle in Corpus Christi

 1938 married Allene Nichols
 1944 Joined Navel Reserve
 1946 Appointed to 94th District Court

(unexpired term)
 1947 Reappointed t0 94th District Court

(4-yr term)
 1950 Appointed to Fourth Court of

Appeals in San Antonio
 1961 Opinion in State v. Valmont Plantations
 1963 Elected Associate Justice of Texas Supreme Court
 1982 Appointed Chief Justice, Texas Supreme Court

32

Chief Justice Jack Pope (cont.)
 1985 Retired
 1989 Along with Chief Justices Calvert & Greenhill, founded Texas

Center for Legal Ethics
 2009 Received 1st Chief Justice Jack Pope Professional Award from

Texas Center for Legal Ethics
 2013 Died at age 103
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State v. Valmont Plantations

“The judgment of the Court of Civil Appeals is
affirmed and the opinion of that court is adopted

as the opinion of the Supreme Court.”
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1982 Pope Court
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https://www.oilandgaslawyerblog.com/jack-pope-former-chief-justice-texas-supreme-court-dies-age-103/
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The End

39
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